
Urban Abbey Eucharist Celebration          15 January 

 

Celebrant Let us come, knowing that He is God 

People  it is He who made us, and we are His. 
  Enter in here with thanksgiving 

  In great thanks we come 

  for He is good 

  His lovingkindness is everlasting 

                                His faithfulness ever enduring.  (Psalm 100) 

O Come, let us worship God, our King. 
People  O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and God. 
Celebrant O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ himself, our King and God 

- Songs of worship        45 – Only You  4 – Be Still My Soul  

Celebrant Give ear to the reading of God’s word 

People Open our ears, Lord, help us to listen. 

Reader 1  A reading from Isaiah  

Reader 2 A reading from Micah 

Celebrant                 A prayer of Martin Luther King Jr    

 “God grant that we will choose the high way; a way in which men will live together as brothers. A way in which the nations 

of the world will beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks. A way in which every man will 

respect the dignity and worth of all human personality. A way in which every nation will allow justice to run down like 

waters, and righteousness like a mighty stream. A way in which men will do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with God. 

A way in which men will be able to stand up, and in the midst of oppression, in the midst of darkness and agony, they will 

be able to stand there and love their enemies, bless those persons that curse them, pray for those individuals that 

despitefully use them. And this is the way that will bring us once more into that society which we think of as the 

brotherhood of man. This will be that day when white people, colored people, whether they are brown or whether they 

are yellow or whether they are black, will join together and stretch out with their arms and be able to cry out: “Free at 

last! Free at last! Great God Almighty, we are free at last!”   (from his speech “Some Things We Must do”  - Dec 5, 1957) 

Celebrant A reading of Asaph’s Psalm 73  [verses 1-20 not written here] 

                                                         21  When my heart was embittered, And I was pierced within, 

People Then I was senseless and ignorant; like a brute beast before You. 

 Nevertheless I am continually with You; You have taken hold of my right hand. 

 With Your counsel You will guide me, And afterward You will receive me to glory. 

 Whom have I in heaven but You? 

 And besides You, I desire nothing on earth. 

                                                                      My flesh and my heart may fail,  

                                                                        But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.  

                               For, behold, those who are far from You will perish; You have destroyed all those unfaithful  

                                But as for me, the nearness of God is my good;   

                              I have made the Lord God my refuge, That I may tell of all Your works.  

Celebrant On January 15, 1929, Martin Luther King Jr. was born in Atlanta, Georgia. In celebration of his contribution to the 

civil rights movement, the United States Congress made the third Monday in January a national holiday in 1983. 

While we celebrate Dr. King’s contribution to America, we also remember his insistence that the church exist as 

the “conscience of the state,” speaking prophetically to those in power.  

               [an excerpt from MLKJr’s letter from his Bermingham Jail cell]  

Take the next few minutes to reflect on these words and the images described this morning. Kimberley described 

John the Baptist’s vocation as: seeing Jesus, recognizing Him, and witnessing to Him. Consider the present world 

we live in, where the sin of ourselves and of others continually fractures relationships; welcoming injustice to 

thrive. Where do you see Jesus in your world? How do you recognize Him? How can you witness to Him as a 

‘creative extremist’?  How should we live, as His Church, to speak prophetically to this broken world? 

               [as music plays, for several minutes, pray silently] 



Celebrant “O God, we thank you for the lives of great saints and prophets in the past, who have revealed to us 

that we can stand up amid the problems and difficulties and trials of life and not give in. We thank you 

for our foreparents, who've given us something in the midst of the darkness of exploitation and 

oppression to keep going. Grant that we will go on with the proper faith and the proper determination 

of will, so that we will be able to make a creative contribution to this world. In the name and spirit of 

Jesus we pray.”   (Prayer from “Thou Dear God” by MLK Jr) 

Song of worship        -  9 – Build Your Kingdom Here 

Celebrant Heavenly Father, You call us to repent of our sins: soften our proud and stubborn hearts 

Kyrie eleison:    

Lord, have mercy    

Lord Jesus, you declared forgiveness of God: teach us to forgive one another.  

Christe eleison: 

Christ, have mercy 

Holy Spirit, you search us and show us the truth: direct us in your way of righteousness. 

Kyrie eleison:     

Lord, have mercy 

Celebrant “Thou Eternal God, out of whose absolute power and infinite intelligence the whole universe has come 

into being, we humbly confess that we have not loved thee with our hearts, souls and minds, and we 

have not loved our neighbors as Christ loved us. We have all too often lived by our own selfish impulses 

rather than by the life of sacrificial love as revealed by Christ. We often give in order to receive. We 

love our friends and hate our enemies. We go the first mile but dare not travel the second. We forgive 

but dare not forget. And so as we look within ourselves, we are confronted with the appalling fact that 

the history of our lives is the history of an eternal revolt against you. But thou, O God, have mercy upon 

us. Forgive us for what we could have been but failed to be. Give us the intelligence to know your will. 

Give us the courage to do your will. Give us the devotion to love your will.” 

[Take a moment of silent confession and prepare your heart for the Eucharist]   

Eucharist lead “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”  (John 1) 

We gather at this table in response to his commandment, to share the bread and cup of Christ’s 

undying love, and to proclaim our faith: 

People Dying, you destroyed our death,       Rising, you restored our life,      Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 [All followers of Jesus, please come forward to receive the elements] 

Song     -    8 – Beneath the Cross of Jesus   

Celebrant “God, we thank you for the inspiration of Jesus. Grant that we will love you  

People  with all our hearts, souls, and minds,  

                             and love our neighbors as we love ourselves,  

                             even our enemy neighbors.  

                             And we ask you, God, in these days of emotional tension,  

                             when the problems of the world are gigantic in extent and chaotic in detail:  

                             be with us in our going out and our coming in,  

                             in our rising up and in our lying down,  

                             in our moments of joy and in our moments of sorrow,  

                             until the day when there shall be no sunset and no dawn.  

                             Amen.      (“Thou Dear God – Prayers that open hearts and spirits” – Martin Luther King Jr) 

 


